Long-term follow-up of hand function after digit replantation.
A long-term follow-up study of 26 patients with 28 replanted digits was performed with respect to circulatory, sensory, and motor function. Peripheral circulation in the replanted digits was comparable with corresponding uninjured digits on the opposite hand. Excellent sensory recovery was observed in the territories supplied by 30 of the 36 repaired digital nerves. Best functional results were noted with the thumb and with fingers amputated through the middle phalanx. By objective criteria, 21 of the 28 replanted digits demonstrated satisfactory function. Subjectively, however, only 1 patient was dissatisfied with the outcome.